
(SQ – 7) Soil Quality Considerations*: i.e., is it Aggrading, Sustaining or Degrading 
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Assessing Soil Quality & 
Soil Health is a function of 
many complex interactions, 
inputs and management 
factors such as : 
 

 Climate 
 Crops & Yield (i.e., 

biomass produced) 
 Soil type 
 Water Quality/Supply 
 Irrigation Water 

Management 
 Tillage Operations 
 Fertilizer & Pest 

Management 
 Crop Rotations 
 Residue Management 
 Soil Amendments: 

Manure, mulch, 
effluent, gypsum, etc. 

 Cover crops 
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IMPORTANT!!! Use the Farm Record Form (Case Study) guide to assist in evaluating Soil 
Quality Trends: i.e., is Soil Quality Aggrading, Sustaining or Declining with current cropping system 

OM = Organic Matter 
FO = Field Operations 
ER = Soil Erosion 

Chemical Physical 

Carbon Cycling 

Biological 

(*References:  NRCS Soil Quality Test Kit Guide & Soil Quality Guide: Assessment & Applications for Field Staff) rudy garcia 2008 
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